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Parlor, NH house Observatory R872 MH4 • House R848 MH5 • Cows R841 MA1

Parlor, NH house Soldiers R840 MA6
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Hallway, NH house, monochrome Cows R841 MA1

East wall, Prescott homestead Big Island R895 MI2 • Town R856 OM6
Sailboat R816 MB7 • Small Island R894 MI2

Galleon R817 MB7
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East wall, Prescott homestead Signature motif – Man in Sailboat R816 MB7

North wall, Prescott homestead
Rosebud Frieze R801 F2

Some of these murals have been
uncovered from layers of wallpaper.
Some of the paint was peeled off
with the wallpaper, and the glues
have discolored the remainder.
They must have been glorious in
their original state, with clean,
bright colors.
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FRIEZES

R800 F1 
Oak leaf, Joshua Eaton house 

The vines and foliage are hand-painted,
the leaf measures 2 1/8" x 4". 

R801 F2
Rosebuds, John A. Prescott Homestead 

The vines and foliage are hand painted,
two different buds measure 1 1/2" x 4"
each.

R802 F2
Rosebuds, Fitch-Grout House

The vines and foliage are hand painted, 
two different buds measure 3/4" x 2 1/4" 
and 1 1/8" x 3 1/4" each.

See our video, The Rufus Porter School of Mural Painting, for a more
comprehensive view of these frieze vines around the walls of the rooms.

Know the stencils’ sizes by their dimensions, not comparatively as shown.

An instruction sheet showing hand-painted details 
will be included with the stencils where necessary.
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BOATS & CLIPPER SHIPS

R810 MB 7
Man sailboat
11 1/2" W x 9 3/4" H

R811 MB 10
Hall clipper
16" W x 13 1/2" H

R812 MB 10
Clipper
8 1/2" W x 10 3/4" H

R813 MB 6 
Sailboat
5" W x 4 3/4" H

R814 MB 9 
Clipper with 4 flags 
13" W x 18" H
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R816 MB 7
Signature motif - Man in sailboat
Prescott homestead
4 1/4" W x 7 1/4" H

R815 MB 8
Clipper, NH house
Monochrome
17 1/2" W x 11 1/2" H 

R817 MB 7 
Galleon, Prescott homestead
10 1/4" W x 9" H

R818 MB 3
Small horizon clipper
Adams Female Academy
3/4" W x 2" H

R819 MB 5
Small horizon clipper
NH house
2" W x 1 1/2" H 

R820 MB 6
Primitive clipper, Eaton house
12 1/2" W x 9" H
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R821 MB 6
Primitive sailboat, Eaton house
4 1/2" W x 3 3/4" H

R826 MB 4
Sailboat, NH house
5 1/8" W x 5" H

R825 MB 7
Small clipper, NH house
6 3/4" W x 4 5/8" H

R824 MB 5
Steamboat, NH house
12 1/2" W x 2 3/4" H

R823 MB 4
Sailboat, NH house
2" W x 2" H

R822 MB 4 
Double sailboat , NH house
6 1/2" W x 5 1/4" H
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R827 MB 4
Sailboat, NH house
3 1/2" W x 4 1/4" H

R828 MB3
Sailboat, NH house
3 3/4" W x 3" H

R829 MB 6 
Two mast sailboat, NH house
7 1/4" W x 5 1/4" H

R830 MB 4
Small sailboat, NH house
2" W x 2" H

Adding freehand rigging and little flags with a small
brush is more easily accomplished when flow medium
is mixed with the paint. Twist the little brush lightly
in your fingertips as you draw out the banner to make

it look as if it is rippling in the wind.
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SOLDIERS & ANIMALS

OVERMANTELS
Both of these may be seen in Jean Lipman’s book Rufus Porter, Yankee Pioneer.

R840 MA 6 
Soldiers, NH house
11 1/4" W x 3 5/8" H

R841 MA 1 
Cows, NH house
5 1/4" W x 2 1/2" H

R842 MA 1 
Geese, Fitch-Grout house
6" W x 4 1/2" H

R843 MA 1 
Fox/dog, Fitch-Grout house
8 1/4" W x 1" H

R850 OM6 Dartmouth College, Prescott Tavern, 46" W x 4 1/2" H

R851 OM5 Dartmouth College & horse sheds, Gardner house, 16 1/4" W x 4 1/2" H
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R852 OM 9 Bed chamber overmantle, Kent house, 29 1/2" W x 8 1/2" H 

R853 OM 7 3 buildings, bed chamber, Kent house, 18" W x 8" H

R855 OM 9 (reverse direction of stencil for monochrome hallway) 
NH house, 29" W x 4 3/4" H

R856 OM 6 3 buildings, Prescott homestead, 10" W x 4" H

R854 OM 9 Parlor overmantle, Kent house, 29" W x 4 1/2" H
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INDIVIDUAL HOUSES FROM OVERMANTELS

R858 MH 7
School om
4 3/8" W x 4 1/4" H

R859 MH 7
3 storey house om
4 1/8" W x 3 1/2" H

R860 MH 7
Meetinghouse om
4 1/2" W x 7 1/4" H 

R860A MH 6
Meetinghouse om
5 3/4" W x 8" H 

R879 MH 4
Yellow House with Ell om
4 3/4" W x 5" H 

R863A MH 5
Tiny house om
3 1/4" W x 3" H 

R861 MH 7
2 storey house om
3 1/2" W x 3 1/2" H

R862 MH 4 
Tiny house om
2" W x 2" H

R863 MH 4 
Tiny house om
1 1/2" W x 1 1/2" H

R857 MH 5
Dorm om
5 1/2" W x 3 1/2" H 
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R864 MH 5 
Red house, Kent/NH house
6 1/2" W x 7 1/2" H

R866 MH 6 
Yellow house, Kent house
8" W x 6" H

R867 MH 7 
Federal, Kent house
13 1/2" W x 7 1/4" H 

R870 MH 4 
Cape house
Eaton/Prescott/Fitch-Grout house
5" W x 3 1/4" H

INDIVIDUAL HOUSES
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R871 MH 4 
Tiny house,  South panel, Prescott homestead
2" W x 1 1/2" H

R874 MH 1 
Town, NH house
13 3/4" W x 5 1/2" H 

R875 MH 4 
Millhouse, Fitch-Grout house
2 1/2" W x 2 1/2" H 

R876 MH 4
2 Storey house
Adams Female Academy
2 3/4" W x 3 1/4" H 

R878 OMH 5
Overmantle house
Hancock Inn/Kent house
2 1/2" W x 2 1/4" H

R865 MH 2 
Academy building, Kent house
3 3/8" W x 2 1/4" H
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LIGHTHOUSES & OBSERVATORIES

R873 MH 4
Observatory
Adams Female Academy
1/2" W x 1 1/2" H 

R877 MH 5 
Lighthouse, Kent house
1 1/2" W x 4" H

R868 MH 5 
Windmill, Kent/NH house
3 1/2" W x 5 1/2" H 

R869 MH 7 
Observatory, Kent house
4 1/2" W x 16" H

R872 MH 4 
Observatory with 2 flags
NH house
3 1/4" W x 5 1/2" H
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SYMBOLS & LANDSCAPE MOTIFS

R891 M 2
Masonic symbol, Eaton house
7" W x 4 3/4" H

R892 MG 2
Grass, Eaton house
22" W x 19 1/2" H

R893 MG 2
Cattail, Prescott homestead
9" W x 18" H

R894 MI 2
Small island, Prescott homestead
20" W x 3 1/2" H

R895 MI 2
Big island, Prescott homestead
45" W x 5" H

R896 M 1
Sun & Planet, Prescott tavern
The sun represents Knowledge 
rising over Dartmouth College.
Sun 9" W x 5" H, Planet 1" W x 1" H
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TREES & ORCHARDS

R880 OMT 3
3 trees, Kent house
3 3/4" W x 3 3/4" H 

R881 OMT 2
3 trees, Kent house
6" W x 3 3/4" H

R882 OMT 3
5 trees, Kent house
9 1/2" W x 6 1/2" H 

R883 MT 1
Tree, Kent house
6 1/2" W x 21 1/2" H

R884 MT 2
3 apples, Kent house
18" W x 4 1/2" H
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R885 MT 2
Squiggle tree
Kent house
4 1/2" W x 13" H

R886 MT 2
2 Squiggle trees
Kent house
2 1/2" W x 3" H

R887 MT 2 
Apple tree
Kent house 
5 1/2" W x 4 1/2" H

R887a MT 2 
Small apple tree
Kent house
2" W x 1 3/4" H

R888 MT 2
2 poplars, Kent house
2 1/4" W x 4" H

R889 MO 2
24 orchard trees
Kent house
23" W x 7 3/4" H

R890 MO 2
35 orchard trees
Kent  house
26 3/4" W x 9" H



The Rufus Porter 
School of 

Wall Mural Painting
10 New Hampshire Houses
Early Period ~ circa 1824-1830

Rufus Porter walls are filled with huge
trees, harbor scenes and mountains all
painted by hand. Entire villages, houses,
lighthouses, little boats and clipper ships
are stenciled on top of this scenery.

Porter and his students painted from c.
1824-1845 in New Hampshire, Maine
and Massachusetts, which resulted in
hundreds of murals, most now lost to
fire, demolition, paint or wallpaper. 

Porter believed that by following his
instructions, anyone could reproduce a
wall in this style. With the ease of
today’s paints, brushes and ready-cut
stencils, successfully recreating this type

of decoration in your home has become
much easier.

Also available is our video tape, which is
a teaching documentary of 10 New
Hampshire houses, and depicts 14 rooms
of wall murals in the Rufus Porter
School of Mural Painting, c. 1824-1830.
By seeing the remaining Rufus Porter
walls as they exist today, along with our
stencils and instructions, we hope to
inspire you to create your own murals.

Polly Forcier’s interest in historic stencils for walls and
floors dates from 1972. She is the owner of MB Historic
Décor, a company offering historically accurate, precut
stencils for walls and floors since 1994.

Catalogue design by Lufkin Graphic Designs • Norwich, Vermont • info@LufkinGraphics.com

MB HISTORIC DÉCOR
PO Box 619  ·  Princeton, MA 01541
Tel: 888-649-1790 (U.S)
Tel / Fax: 978-464-0162
www.mbhistoricdecor.com
Vivian Bisbee & Polly Forcier, Member HSEAD

“The Rufus Porter School of Wall Mural Painting
10 New Hampshire Houses • Early Period circa 1824-1830”

“How To Paint a Mural in the Rufus Porter Style”

Each available as VHS Video or DVD for $29.95 plus $5 postage & handling.

Polly Forcier, of M.B. Historic Décor




